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e I6 #7 WUt 776 39 7uH <9 ur 8¢ 75 | et 3radt 83
F&ITE HIUH I {5H9% UTaet € e Heg S Aav 3 fUe fad wiue
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ufgst fefenraat S By 9 aTet 9€ 39 T3t 39T 57& da3T
A< BE 977 Ugar o9 {37 31 §9 Aarn & four fa e 2019 fe9
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€U € 5% Jt Ho Ul IHadt BET ¥ U 996 I Ja A Sfemt &
W @ 63 Tt e 95 | Javat It € fa fa= Wil i v St
& Jeat € g=8 99 fow 75 | fon weaT 3 gmie ufast yfafenr fegt
Hfent &t Hafunm3T walal ge@et J1 29<8 gHe €f IBH Ido
Qust fumre AU TraeTel J9aT IItel € | FIdTeT § Walat geTgeT
gter 3 fa fem yarg St weaTet g 5T TS | 29T BreT BT
farsr gea T8 dnest § <t gwter J fa §v fest walfant feg
MHIT IS5 € AUS B< &3 d MUS OF fe9 Jt fo® &ar o aet an
2 It 937 HUST A9UT A13T AT AFET € | I, T BT I 57 T
e feu gt gon &at |

Hoshiarpur: a town of chos and Chaudharis

The Tribune, Chandigarh
29 years ago
Feb. 4, 1989

Situated at the foot of the Shivalik hills on
the north-eastern tip of Punjab, its eastern
boundary touching Himachal Pardesh,
Hoshiarpur has been popularly known as a
town of “chos” and “Choudharis” . The
“chos” (seasonal rivulets) have spread out
their fangs in such a way around the town
that the fertile pieces of land give the im-
pression of oases in a desert.

The word “cho” has an interesting etymol-
ogy. During the monsoons, when rain water
started flowing from the nearby hills , the
people would say that the hills were “leak-
ing” which can be seen as translated from
the word “cho” in typical rural parlance.
Stumps of trees and bushes cover the terrain
of the “chos”. When they sprout in the sandy
white bed, one is reminded of the saying that
the “poetry of the earth is never dead”. After
crossing the turbulent Bhangi “cho”, on the
Dharamshala road towards Rauza, a zigzag
path seems to take one virtually into the
hills. This idyllic area is a favourite picnic
spot for Hoshiarpuris.

Some misanthropic minds have also attached
the word “chors” with the town, thus mak-
ing it a place of “chos, Chaudharis and
chors”. The word, however, is used only
lightheartedly. My friends in the hostels of
Punjab University would in fun dub the
Hoshiarpuris as “clever” or even cunning, as
the name of the city seems to connote. The
people of the town are, however, by and
large honest and peace-loving,
qualities

perhaps im-

bibed by

being in con-

stant  touch

with the sim-

ple Himachalis

living next door.
Generally,
Chaudharis have
remained at the

helm of political af-

fairs in the town -
Kartar Singh, Bal Kr-
ishan, Amar Singh,
Balbir and Kamal (all
Chaudbharis) - are some
of the names that come
to mind.

It is said that the town is named after
Hoshiar Khan, who lived in nearby Bajwara
village at the time of Mohammed Tughlak.
Some believe that the town was established
by two Diwans of Mohammad Tughlak. Ba-
jwara was the birthplace of Sher Shah Suri,
Beju Bawra, Mahatma Hans Raj and Pandit
Durga Das.

The substandard land of the area has in a
way proved to be a blessing in disguise for
the people in the sense that they have had to
lay stress on good education to earn a liveli-
hood. Hoshiarpur’s literacy rate is among
the highest in India. The city has nurtured
creative writers like Muneer Niazi, Hari

In 1988-89 The Tribune Chandigarh, had pub-
lished three commissioned articles on
Hoshiarpur, Gurdaspur and Dharamshala.
The article on Dharmshala entitled
‘Dharamshala- Confluence of Cultures’ was
written by Dr. D.R. Sharma and the one on
Gurdaspur entitled ‘Gurdaspur- A Sleepy
Town’ was written by V.S. Mahajan. At the end
of 1988 when | completed my Ph.D. on Ameri-
can novel, | unexpeetedly received a call from
P.D. Mohindra of ‘The Tribune’ urging me to
write a literary piece on Hoshiarpur.

Bhaﬂg‘

Chand Akhtar, S.P. Saliq, Sahir Hoshiarpuri,
Mehar Gera, P.K. Nazar, Akhtar Bhangalvi,
Suresh Seth, Jagtar, Randhir Singh ‘Chand’,
Jaswant Virdi and Davinder Josh. It has also
been the foster mother

> “Ch

of emi-
nent personalities in other
fields like Harbalabh (musician), Dr B.N.
Goswami (art critic), Dr A.C. Joshi (Botanist),
B. Gopal (cinema), Gen

MEIT MH. FuT
Avtar S. Sangha

0437641033

Jai Singh and Gen Harnam Singh Verma.
Government College and DAV College have
rendered yeoman service to the cause of ed-
ucation, producing several well- known per-
sons in practically any field one can think of.
Apart from these colleges, the town has the
Vishveshvara Nand Vedic Research Insti-
tute. Dr Bhaskaran Nair, Director of the in-

. arpur
ol Hosh P

stitute, tells me that it is one of only two
such institutes in India. Affiliated to Panjab
University and managed by a charitable so-
ciety, it has so far published 8000 books. In
a sense it is the oldest indological research
institute of India. Its library contains over
printed 100000 books and about 10000 an-
cient manuscripts. It offers research in
Sanskrit and has produced eminent
scholars like Acharya Vishavbandhu
and Ludwik Lambach. In 1965 some of
the departments of the Institute were
taken over by the Punjab University.
We are transported to our hoary past
by seeing Harappan pottery and an-
cient sculptures in the archaeologi-
cal museum of the Institute. The
parchments of Bharigu Sambhita,
though called “fiddlesticks” by
Khushwant Sikh, have however,
mush in store for devotees of as-
trology. After Pandit Des Raj, Snehprabha
Shastri has now undertaken the arduous
task of interpreting these mysterious docu-
ments that attract visitors from far and
wide.
Bhai Joga Singh’s Gurudwara is built in the
memory of a devout Sikh who, half way
through epithalamium, rushed to Anand-
pur Sahib to attend to a call from the 10th
Guru.
Manvata Mandir, a new type of temple, is
headed by Dr -1.C. Sharma, a visiting Pro-
fessor of Cleveland university.
Though known for its resin industry, wood-
works, ivory work and toys, the town has
no big industry. The recently built magnifi-
cent Thapar Complex in a hilly and pastoral
landscape, sheer poetry in sandstone, au-
gurs well for the future of the town.
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IYIE AT
fAsat-nmmed®yT € fult i3 warsT 3t
fom 8§25 3 fagr T fa gaz M3
WMTHSIBT & €= 8 AYT" & I3 HAgS
96 € B T| 9793 g Afenr wig sug
439" {9 WIS et gFT A I 3T
AII aed J1
g% 3t f&'g 993 & Im<t et 3 gore
few € fagr fa €7 mise 75 fa g9z
&% WTHSIB T € €<% AYU fen ¥39 <f
YAT®! 578 FWT AYT dUE I5|
few 3 fa3 <'u wgat feo T fa mAedstrT
& fo'g =ve 9793t ug=H €t Ho'33T & We adt g Iaten fagedar 7 fa s 3 g
93 3 fefeommaat 3 fAfinz arfipnr €t farest fusd € e 3 vieds T f&g wigT I

~ —_ A s O
feadcds fefemmaghy™ & 9793
me e HZar e
fegedtr & yhitg 3ot W3faw & faur fa 3793 &% wrafed 3 Afemraraa farfam™

& v St et fegedtn € AgsT feg use fefenmaatnr § 993 mre & Har fudar
fe'st € 538® N s egdnss € 7dt Ha yhite & faor fa fear gv € Afgwrag & mise
3 famrs € mie's yers BEt A3 3 & fefemmadt 3 25 nifowmud 9793 &F w39 deaar 3
& 3 979 J=fm € ferans Yae™ § UdT J9adT

€ Ud'd 9983
feg fam St 39T &bt yuat, Arfoga fq3t, Arfeee Addt pos=t 3
393 M3 €-HS I AUIF Jd Ade J | 9 d=ar # feg Ag yaa &F
FHITST 99 MOt 20 391y 3 ufast ufas™ irs U udg A< |
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Matrimonials

ufgerg M3 fue® 10 A&t 3 fAsat feg afo gt
He fiy iy &3dt 1994/5°8” MHeI8 s frdtas

B.Sc. Nursing &9 Jdt et &ar <3 €1 I J|

5. 0470626492

#NS: singhsidhu229@gmail.com
Ifeemdr iy %3dt GHad 26 IS, o=
5’27 nwH ¥ . fanedt, 39n feafefsar aan
UTH &El feeH! Tar =9 €f 73 | 83<E
J& foy $99 3 HUdd &9 AdT I& |
&5 95012-21777 (f&=hm)
0437641033 (MHZHM)

«Suitable match for Valmiki girl, fair com-
plexion, 28, 5 feet,, Graduate, Advance
Diploma in Aesthetics Hair Dressing from
Orane Patiala. Brother Australian citizen,

He lives in Sydney.

Call: 0426252581
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fﬂsﬁ(quﬁwm—mﬁmﬂymwmﬁm AiEdt e 3 50 faBries ge UeH feu J1 Ae=ye folige Arane »ree g
& Mg € 83 J1 T9U3 JUF § WT JIT I JET HTEr S9 3T qad Usag, et dA® & ot © ydu 3° 59 BT #am3 2018 3q feq Y §¢
IUNE 3T I € 39t 3T wWee T U3T BT JI S9u3T § He it fiws 3 Barge e 2T ffenr 31

TIEIE T MigH I3 Sfor fapr T feT y&mT mied® T €t yiy AIYT 979 UeHd HeT Hgn & efmm fa afgdides &% sdu3™ er weer 3
frfr e wateafiet wie fs€ iy S8a (EieHAsTsy) & 7% It umwewm%ﬂfeawawaa%mmﬁfﬂsﬁfeaw
f='g ot wUS AeSys feg otar 1 B - 100,000 &4 S I Vg™ arovt &% T 75 AT f B & Uit 4999
WTeTET fog feat fact 37t gt i ot 1 fue® 0= st ing o™ feg fare3t 14 T1 A 2009 32016 IF 3.6 SHE TIYI U TS| MTHSIS AT
¥39T 9 ST IT IS & faa9s I3 U5 fEat Afge T Yy #a Afgdt T Fravt & T faar ySu Mt Uue ‘3 Jun SuS e St s J1 9T wd st
439 Us9w =t 31 fed IS 47 fardt 3 <1 waw Ifewm 71 feo 39 €t sraTfed deret Jae BEt AYSt T93T, waT € 939 TS 39 AW MEgs

FIG I E3T € JIT HOH TS M3 I=eT Wd ge8e ‘I 1 feam

fAsat (Freuds W F98)-mHeds T f&9 fere aast S HagsT it ©91% gSeT 5ad
T fggr | fern =79 I=8 € J23 © <99 3% ¢ fone qu 3T Ha98 Je A7 99 I&| I95T &%
feg A € »ih e9ds USHH weAd wWretubdr wifaemat yava firw @varéars, gafenrms
firur v w3 Uhitom geyts i, ame fiw ostes 3 sefees fiw 3° fester aet frmmit
wéWWMUWM|WMEWmanm€m3W
fradt rmme frdreg i wesar, mmmﬁwﬁ@wgmmm%%
ummgﬁwweﬁnswnmwﬁwmw@aﬂ
mmahmmmmgmwmamﬁw&?mmﬁm
J Id1Y ff'q e0d 3 AT&TaT 99 ST HATHST dd<8e W' 39 I6 Ud Ury feg sest fmdmT
ferr 3% H'I AEd Ud WHCIs T fEg =t Afast gest 31 feo ufost =9 T fa mrAeds s
FE St EFIHS fAn € Tvians a9 IHT I8, & 397 ‘T fems man, it finw, Ao aug, »va
fa=m=t 3 goH HoHT wirfe St fieaanas faam agst aU g9 37 761 fesr feme agst aur
fe'g 393, ufanas, midlar, fs8+83, 83T 3 9 HEa™ e Fa st G € IS Je ©
mﬂwwmm’rmxﬁmwmm ‘I faar fa @ Ae nigAa €T 8 3 22
mamf@qwmmaﬁmﬁmwaﬁ@wmﬁme
fenfaarar fe'g ustH were™ e IREteT aat grushr ardtebrr Fe| feg g9ms faar @ar
UBIH § I9rg €< J| Arfee WMAeIsh & &8 9¢ fenaabrr & =t fea™ & =0 83 it
321 €ug, it ot & <3t & 9 § yas 3 a5t vargsT fe'q ot gefe &t »uts it 3
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THCIS YoMIS 3 I Be BEt T 12 eIedt 3

JMIIIS IS
fASa-MTHeIBME HaasT I
YU IHAS (EHTHTAT) mgAg
W& € BT § Y - Y Ty It
AST8T 50 Y 3% &7
g5 Bar faggor J1
IHCIS Warns It
WIgT FHIT @ g faar
s - yurs feg =
Tyt @7 u3T B9 J1
THAHT &

WA BIATEPHT & §53T

a‘ls'ﬂ%r fas™ & 7%

2004 F 2017 3T THSTS TS MHE &
HTTIWY 379t 98 §Y 979,12 gd<dt
T MUST IaH TUH < BT TIH
FI5I1UATE ITET © TAIS s3I
frw ¥'g & faor fa fas a7 575
S Il € weaT Iudt I €9 fEa
MEBES T9H AT 3 34t 99
gaEifes meen fsudene we
Anfen & swe| 8 fen o v F3tet
TS BT ATTE3T He I T4l
fAgatiar 9= fq Taeifes Aeen
faugene e mArfen T & H) &
IHCIS WAMES & TUTUST €7 ANTES
95 IF 586 MWEhHs FT@d =T

mwmmmm

HIHTST M Id& BET AfodsT &
fest 91 st&a. ags adt gatur
39 € Har feradhm & Iwes
FEPHE TET AAHTT § FaI3TS
It JaH €= BEt
w35 99 faar T
TYg TS, &6
TS, WMPHR
wWfe gat Bredl,
fee foomes <©
AEagar few§ &
I5 QT agt AT 9
I wHar fa <t
IACIS Tatns € 99 I3T €
JE®T € 3B I B & I §
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%9 3' U JAH Y€ §I< I °
FosT fiset T ug 993 A9 aEt
Lﬂsyaﬁmwwﬁuasre”rmﬂ‘

mﬁmmammwmwwfaw
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3= 99 BE T H
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fa@ee & ude faor J1
nr»-m‘\wanrrﬂeaﬁwfe—u'
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WI Igelar & HaT I

famg Afed 3% &8 15
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WHSIBS i 231 fASST | Australian Sikh Forum Sydney - 2018

Venue: Conference Room, Rydges Hotel Bankstown, 874 Hume Highway, Bass Hill, NSW 2197
On 31°* Mar 2018, Saturday | 9.00am - 4.00pm

31° Australian Sikh Games
30th March — 1t April 2018

Venue: Crest Sporting Complex,

McClean St, Bass Hill, NSW 2198
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Elg R kikbEot

Proposed Topics
43
Hstory Topics (what lessons Wielha Ve
earnt from our history)
S HES oIl halsa Raj: Maharaja Ranjit Sipgh EF'g
11/99 - 1839

(e

~

RIS 3 TITIHS T L, foe

)

HIAHEI: 1839- 1849 ( TIH f&IUH 3 5g-
Hggdd Fadt StH3t, HArfdd Jast,
o E|IS S, TS of AEST)

: . . - Reasons, Treachery, Greed driven
WIS- g §T. ( I9s, Iuradt, &g St ( " : yst

politics, Hypocrisy, 1° struggle for

IJHSIS, UHI=e, 793 ©F Wieet & Independent India)
UfTS niess) Last Maharaja of Khalsa Raj: Duleep

5 Singh
HSH I T W HIT T 28 fHY
(Life history & family, First revolutionary

(ET2 friedt 3ufges, Fas S vl = for Independence, Diplomacy by the
UfgeT v, WaeTT ©F IHaST) English)
Current Topics:
hy Sikh youth is going awayif {0 thE!
Sikh values, Sikh Doctrines and
rudwaras?

SO S g g SIN\\' hy D_eras are becoming more
attractive?

Please send your expression of interest by 16™ February 2018 with your selected topic and abstract of the topic so
that proper allocation of time can be arranged.

[[ORkc dedvery will be preferred on ‘Lean Concept’ i.e. one A4 page display and explaining the topic with ke

e eClY ou can speak in Punjabi or English.

For enquiries please contact
Manjinder Singh 0481200545 (National Coordinator), Prof. Maninder Singh 0431482987 (Sydney Coordinator)
Your expression of interest can also be sent via email to : manji.singhQ9@gmail.com
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US warns countries against aiding

terrorists eyeing nuclear weapons

Washington-The United States has warned countries against
supporting non-state actors and terrorist groups trying to obtain
or employ nuclear weapons.

“The US will hold accountable any state or non-state actor that
supports terrorist efforts to obtain or employ a nuclear weapon,”
Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs, Tom Shannon, told
reporters at a Pentagon news conference where the Trump Ad-
ministration rolled out its 2018 Nuclear Posture Review (NPR).
Neither Shannon nor the NPR report, running into 100 pages,

identified any country which could be

seen aiding terrorist groups in this re-

gard.

US officials have in the past expressed

concern over the possibility of nuclear

weapons of Pakistan landing into the

hands of non-state actors or terrorist

groups and thus has been working with

Islamabad in enhancing the security of
its nuclear
weapons.
Pakistan has re-
peatedly denied
such fears and asserted that its nuclear ar-
senals are one of the safest and secure
ones in the world.
Shannon said nuclear terrorism remained
a major threat in the 21st century and
countries needed to work to mitigate it.
“The potential threat of non-state actors
getting their hands on a nuclear weapon
remains at the front of all of our minds,”
Shannon told reporters at a news confer-
ence held at the Pentagon.
Deputy Energy Secretary Dan Brouillette
said the US would keep a close watch on
nuclear proliferation activities.
“The Department of Energy will continue
to focus on non-proliferation, counter-pro-
liferation and counter-terrorism. Together
with our allies and partners, we have en-
joyed great, great success in these areas,”
he said.
In a special section on nuclear terrorism,
the report said the US strategy to combat
nuclear terrorism encompassed a wide
range of activities that comprised a de-
fence-in-depth against current and emerg-
ing dangers.
The report said the US would try and pre-
vent terrorists from obtaining nuclear
weapons or technology and respond to nu-
clear incidents by locating and disabling a
nuclear device or managing the conse-
quences of a nuclear detonation.
“For effective deterrence, the US will hold
fully accountable any state, terrorist group,
or other non-state actor that supports or

enables terrorist efforts to obtain or
employ nuclear devices,” the report
said.
The report said a terrorist nuclear at-
tack against the US or its allies and
partners would qualify as an “ex-
treme circumstance” under which
the US could consider the “ultimate
form of retaliation”.
According to the report, the US will
continue its efforts to minimise the
number of nuclear weapons states,
including by maintaining credible
US-extended nuclear deterrence and assurance; and deny ter-
rorist organisations access to nuclear weapons and materials.
It will also seek arms control agreements that enhance security,
and are verifiable and enforceable.
The US will enhance cooperation with its allies, partners and in-
ternational institutions to combat nuclear terrorism, and deterring
state support for nuclear terrorism through advanced forensics
and attribution capabilities.
Noting that the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) is the cor-
nerstone of the nuclear non-proliferation regime, the report said
nuclear non-proliferation today faced acute challenges.
Most significantly, North Korea is pursuing a nuclear path in direct
contravention of the NPT and in direct opposition to numerous
UN Security Council resolutions, the report said.The report also
lists Iran as a challenge in terms of nuclear proliferation.
“Although the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) may
constrain Tehran's nuclear weapons programme, there is little
doubt Iran could achieve a nuclear weapon capability rapidly if it
decides to do so,” it said.
According to the report, the US will work to increase transparency
and predictability to avoid potential miscalculation among nuclear
weapons states and other possessor states.
“..through strategic dialogues, risk-reduction communications
channels, and the sharing of best practices related to nuclear
weapons safety and security,” the report said.
In its report, the Trump administration said although the US would
not seek ratification of the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban
Treaty, it will continue to support the Comprehensive Nuclear Test
Ban Treaty Organisation Preparatory Committee (CTBTO) as
well as the International Monitoring System and the International
Data Centre. “The US will not resume nuclear explosive testing
unless necessary to ensure the safety and effectiveness of the
US nuclear arsenal, and calls on all states possessing nuclear
weapons to declare or maintain a moratorium on nuclear testing,”
it said.
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Australia has unveiled a new strat-
egy on defence industry ex-
ports.Australia has said it plans to
become one of the world's top 10
defence industry exporters within
a decade.The nation currently
sells about A$2bn (£1.15bn;
$1.6bn) in defence equipment
each year, making it the 20th
largest arms exporter.Manufactur-
ers would now be offered govern-
ment-backed loans to stimulate
the industry, PM Malcolm Turnbull
said.Aid groups said the move
would not help global efforts to
build peace, an assertion rejected
by the government.The nation
said it would primarily focus on
boosting exports to the US, UK,

Australian warplane catches fire during training

A Royal Australian Air Force elec-
tronic warfare plane has caught
fire on takeoff during an exercise
in the United States but there
were no serious injuries, the mili-
tary said.Australia’s Department of
Defence confirmed “an incident in-
volving an EA-18G Growler at Nel-
lis Air Force Base during Exercise
Red Flag” .1t said RAAF personnel

"‘African

Recent heated debate about crime
in Melbourne has zeroed in on the
city's African-Australian youth. But
as Trevor Marshallsea writes,
many believe their role has been
unfairly exaggerated, with allega-
tions officials are caught up in
racist mischief-making.Melbourne
is a place of stunning architecture,
celebrated laneways and tree-
lined boulevards, of major cultural
and sporting events.For a record
seven straight years, it's been
ranked the world's most liveable
city by the Economist Intelligence
Unit. Its four million inhabitants,
according to the EIU survey, enjoy
top-level healthcare, infrastruc-
ture and education.So why, then,
would Australia's Home Affairs
Minister Peter Dutton this month
say Melburnians were "scared to
go out at restaurants” for fear of
violence? And why would his con-
servative ally, Prime Minister Mal-
colm Turnbull, voice his concerns
about personal security for people
in Victoria state's capital?For
many months, and particularly in
recent weeks, this reputedly
serene city has witnessed sporadic
eruptions of so-called gang vio-
lence involving youths. Many of
those involved have been Aus-
tralians of African descent.Police
last week announced the estab-
lishment of a taskforce involving
senior members of the African-
Australian community to tackle
youth crime. But this has led oth-
ers to allege cynical, racist, mis-
chief-making, saying the issue has
been sensationalised by right-
wing media, politicians and white
nationalist groups.All of this has
played out amid intense debate
about what "gangs" are, and po-
lice insistence that crime in Mel-
bourne is, in fact, falling.

How the debate has arrived here-
The saga traces back to January
2015, when a group calling itself
the "Apex gang" - whose mem-
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Australia aims to become 'top 10' defence exporter

Canada and
New Zealand,
but it would
also target mar-
kets in Asia and

the Middle
East."This is all
about Aus-

tralian jobs," Mr

Turnbull told re-

porters on Monday, adding that
"the goal is to get into the top
10".The expansion includes set-
ting up a A$3.8bn loan scheme to
help Australian companies sell de-
fence equipment overseas.The
government will also establish
separate agencies to better co-or-
dinate and promote industry ex-

are safe “and no
serious injuries
have been sus-
tained” during the
incident which oc-
curred in Nevada
and is under inves-
tigation.The EA-
18G Growler, a variant of the
F/A-18F Super Hornet, can fly into

ports.
'Price of liberty'- De-
fence Industry Min-
ister  Christopher
Pyne said prospec-
tive buyers would
face stringent
checks to ensure
"[we] don't get into
markets where we
don't want to be".Critics said Aus-
tralia should not deepen its in-
vestment in defence exports."We
should not be getting into the
game of marketing weapons
which kill, maim, and bring great
sorrow and destruction to com-
munities around the world," Marc
Purcell, chief executive of Aus-

a combat zone before
other aircraft, using
its jammers to sup-
press ground de-
fences ahead of a
bomb strike.A state-
ment from Nellis Air
Force Base said the
“incident during takeoff” occurred
at about 10:45 am (1845 GMT)

tralian Council for International
Development, told the Australian
Broadcasting Corp.However, Mr
Turnbull said nations could not
forgo defence spending because
the "price of liberty is eternal vig-
ilance"."So that is why every na-
tion, responsible nation, including
our own, sets out to have the ca-
pabilities to defend itself, what-
ever and however circumstances
may develop in the future,” he
said.The US is the world's largest
arms exporter, making up a third
of all sales, according to the
Stockholm International Peace Re-
search Institute.The next biggest
exporters are Russia, China,
France and Germany and the UK.

exercise in US

Saturday.“The aircraft was re-
quired to abort its takeoff and
subsequently caught fire. How-
ever, all personnel are safe,” the
Nellis statement said without iden-
tifying the plane as being from
Australia.Exercise Red Flag is an
air-to-air combat training exercise
involving the United States, Aus-
tralia and Britain.

India ride-sharing firm
Ola to enter Australia

India's ride-

sharing com-

pany Ola is

entering the

Australian

market  in

what will be the firm's first inter-
national venture.lt plans to first
launch in Sydney, Melbourne and
Perth and says it will soon start re-
cruiting drivers.The Australian
taxi-hailing app industry is domi-
nated by Uber - Ola's biggest rival
in India.Bangalore-based Ola was
set up in 2011 and has grown rap-
idly as more people bought smart-
phones.It now claims to have
about 125 million users in India,
with around one million drivers
across more than 110 cities.Ola,
which still needs regulatory ap-
proval to launch in Australia, said
it would offer a "high-quality and
affordable travel experience"."We
are very excited about launching
Ola in Australia and see immense
potential for the ride-sharing
ecosystem which embraces new
technology and innovation," said
Ola's chief executive and co-
founder Bhavish Aggarwal.

gangs' debate polarises Australia

bers, many of African origin, had
been linked to carjackings, as-
saults and burglaries - drew police
attention after a fight with an-
other group.In March 2016, police
used pepper spray to dispel a
large group of men and boys of
African appearance who had gath-
ered in the city's centre.A year
later, police made 53 arrests after
a larger brawl.Authorities moved
to quell gang fears by declaring
Apex was no longer an active
group.But then last month trouble
flared again, with a

fight in a McDon-

ald's involving some

60 youths of African

appearance, a

street riot after the

trashing of an

Airbnb house, and

the assault of a po-

lice officer by a

gang of youths,

again of African ap-

pearance, after he'd

made a  minor

shoplifting arrest.

The incidents have

dominated national

news coverage, with another of
Mr  Turnbull's ministers, Greg
Hunt, saying: "African gang crime
in some areas in particular is out
of control."The prime minister,
meanwhile, blamed Victorian Pre-
mier Daniel Andrews for "growing
gang violence and lawless-
ness".Mr Andrews vowed crime
would not be tolerated, but re-
buked Mr Turnbull for "having felt
the need to rubbish Victoria Po-
lice, rubbish Melbourne, rubbish
Victoria".The violent episodes
have sparked anti-immigration
calls from some corners. Com-
ments such as "stop immigration
until this mess is sorted" have lit-
tered Victoria Police's Facebook
page.Amid such scrutiny, mem-
bers of the African-Australian
community have told of receiving

death threats."We saw a young
person from an African community
coaching young people and some-
one approached [and said] 'if you
ever touch my child, we're going
kill you'," said one community
leader, Kot Monoah.Interpreting
labels and statistics- Police have
been reluctant to embolden crime-
linked youths by labelling them as
organised criminal gangs, saying
they are more accurately street
gangs."What this is, it's young
people coming together, network-

ing through social media, coming
together and engaging in criminal
activity,” the state's police chief,
Graham Ashton, told reporters.
Interpretations of crime data have
fuelled the debate in different
ways.Last October, a parliamen-
tary inquiry on migrant settlement
heard from Victoria's Crime Statis-
tics Agency (VCSA) that around
1% of criminal offenders in the
state were Sudanese-born,
though Sudanese and South Su-
danese communities comprised
just 0.14% of the state's popula-
tion.Kot Monoah, a leader in the
local South Sudanese community,
speaks to the media alongside
After Australians, the second-
biggest group of offenders was
people from New Zealand, who
made up 2.3% of total offenders.

Then came people born in India
(1.3%) followed by those born in
Vietnam (1.2%) and Sudan
(1%).0n charges of riot and af-
fray, people born in Sudan com-
prised 6% of offenders.However,
VCSA statistics showed a 4.8%
drop in the total number of crimi-
nal incidents in Victoria in the 12
months to last September. People
under 25 were responsible for
40% of crimes in 2015-16, down
from at least 50% in 2007-08, ac-
cording to separate data.
‘Drumming up
fear'- Mr Monoah, a
member of Victo-
rian Police's new
taskforce, said the
issue had to be ad-
dressed in a re-
sponsible way,
"without obviously
mixing them with
politics or without
mixing them with
any other messag-
ing".Fellow com-
munity leader
Richard Deng also
criticised politicians
for using the term "African
gangs", saying: "The majority of
these kids are born here, they're
bloody Australian. Let's call them
that way."Some social welfare
workers say the situation has
been wildly exaggerated, driven
by the politics of fear.Anthony
Kelly, the executive officer of Mel-
bourne's Flemington and Kensing-
ton Community Legal Centre, in a
region with a large migrant popu-
lation, said the recent episodes
"were not the only crimes occur-
ring over December in Melbourne.
Nor were they the worst"."But the
attention they are receiving is ex-
traordinary,” he wrote in a website
article. "Victoria does not have a
youth crime wave - ethnic or
not."Mr Kelly told one reason for
the recent apparent upsurge in in-

cidents was simply that Australia
is in the middle of its lengthy sum-
mer school holiday break.Sadly,
he said, the "over-the-top" media
reportage had strengthened the
arm of white nationalist groups,
which had been active in writing
to media outlets, politicians and
police about the supposed threat
of African communities.Victorian
Council of Social Services deputy
CEO Mary Sayers said portrayals
of recent episodes as "part of a
bigger wave of African crime” was
"very destructive”, and politically
driven as a means to undermine
the Victorian state government,
which will contest an election in
November."It's actually drumming
up this fear that if young African
men are gathering, they're a
gang. Young white people will get
together in shopping centres, but
they're not labelled as a gang,” Ms
Sayers told.

What should happen next?- With
African youth leaders in Mel-
bourne repeatedly blaming a
small group of repeat offenders
for most crimes attributed to their
communities, Mr Kelly and Ms
Sayers say more could be done to
address risk factors that lead to
crime, such as poverty, early
school-leaving, drugs and alcohol,
and lengthy involvement in child-
protection systems.Victoria Police
said the new taskforce would es-
tablish a more efficient channel
for police to engage with African-
Australian leaders, including ad-
vising how best to prevent youth
crimes, and receiving information
on emerging problem issues, and
on any racial vilification inci-
dents.Mr Ashton said police would
maintain a "zero-tolerance" ap-
proach to youth offending, which
he said was often the result of
complex issues of social disad-
vantage and unemployment,
rather than the work of organised
gangs.
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Donald Trump to visit UK ElEISIGREEVERIIRl0iER(e
join Islamic State in Syria

IN second half of 2018

Donald Trump will visit the UK in the
second half of this year for a work-
ing visit agreed between UK officials
and the US President’s team at the
World Economic Forum in Davos,
Downing Street said .The plans fol-
low a meeting between Trump and
British Prime Minister Theresa May
on the sidelines of the summit on
Thursday.“The PM and President
concluded by asking officials to
work together on finalising the de-
tails of a visit by the President to the
UK later this year,” Downing Street
said.The visit will not take the form
of a formal state visit, which in-
volves a ceremonial welcome from
Queen Elizabeth Il and a state ban-
quet at Buckingham Palace.The in-
vitation for a state visit had been
extended during a Washington DC
visit by Theresa May in January
2017 but has since been the subject
of much controversy, with Opposi-
tion parties in the UK insisting that
the US President does not deserve
such pomp and ceremony.The
meeting between the two leaders in
Switzerland was seen as crucial
after Trump had suddenly cancelled
plans of a working visit to open the
new US Embassy building in London
next month.While ostensibly he
blamed the previous Barack Obama
led US government for a bad deci-

Pak mi

A French woman has been
found alive but suffering frost-
bite and unable to walk on a
Himalayan mountain, while
rescuers

were still try-

ing to reach

another Pol-

ish  climber,

according to

Polish media

reports.Two

Pakistani mil-

itary helicop-

ters began

an operation

on Saturday

to rescue the

two Euro-

pean moun-

tain climbers after they got
stuck while trying to reach the
peak of Nanga Parbat in Pak-
istan.Karrar Haidri, a top offi-
cial of the Pakistan Alpine
Federation, said four volun-
teers from a Polish expedition
were airlifted to the base camp
of Pakistan's Nanga Parbat
mountain and dropped close to
the two stranded climbers:
Tomasz Mackiewicz of Poland
and Elisabeth Revol of
France.He said the volunteers
had spotted the two moun-
taineers, and were climbing to
7,000 meters above sea level
to try to reach them.Map of
Pakistan locating Nanga Par-
bat, where a rescue mission is
to provide aid to two mountain
climbers in trouble. (AFP)
Later on Saturday, Polish

sion on selling off the older US Em-
bassy building for “peanuts”, the
cancellation was widely seen as a
sign of strain in UK-US ties following
the US President's retweets of
videos from a far-right UK group
Britain First. Trump sought to quash
those rumours by expressing his

“love” for the UK and saying rela-
tions between the two countries re-
main strong.“l have a tremendous
respect for the Prime Minister and
the job she’s doing and I think the
feeling is mutual from the stand-
point of liking each other a lot. That
was a little bit of a false rumour out
there, | just wanted to correct it,”
Trump told reporters.“We love your
country,” he said, adding that the
US and UK were “joined at the hip”
on military matters.Later, in an in-
terview with Britain’s ITV channel,
he said he was prepared to apolo-
gise for retweeting posts from
Britain First.“If you are telling me
they're horrible people, horrible,

tary rescues French mountain
climber stuck in Himalayas: Pole st

media, which have followed the
developments closely, reported
that Revol had been found
alive, citing tweets by a friend
and other
sources.
She had
frostbite
on her
feet, could
not  walk
and the
operation
to get her
off the
mountain
was ex-
pected to
be diffi-
cult.Mack-
iewicz reportedly is suffering
from snow blindness and alti-
tude sickness. A day earlier his
sister was quoted in Polish
media as saying it would be a
miracle if he survives.Earlier in
the day Haidri said the local
weather was bad, with temper-
atures at minus 60 degrees
Celsius at the height where the
climbers are stuck.A military
statement said the two military
helicopters began the rescue
mission on the request of the
Polish and French
embassies.The 8,126-meter
Nanga Parbat is the ninth-high-
est in the world.Sweden was
neutral in World War 11, and its
Nazi party remained active
after 1945. The lkea founder
said he stopped attending its
meetings in 1948.

racist people, | would certainly apol-
ogise if you'd like me to do that,” he
said in the interview conducted in
Davos on Friday to be broadcast
fully in the UK on Sunday.The row
over the tweets last year had esca-
lated further after Theresa May
said: “I'm very clear that retweeting
from Britain First was the wrong
thing to do.” It had prompting
Trump to tweet directly to the
British PM, asking her to focus on
“terrorism” in the UK instead.Asked
if he regretted the tweets, Trump
said: “They had a couple of depic-
tions of radical Islamic terror. It was
done because | am a big believer in
fighting radical Islamic terror. This
was a depiction of radical Islamic
terror.”One of the videos retweeted
by Trump had unverified footage of
a “Muslim migrant” attacking a
young Dutch man on crutches, with
another showing a man smashing a
statue of the Virgin Mary. The third
video, originating from riots that
took place in Egypt in 2013, showed
a man being pushed from the top of
a building.“l know nothing about
them, | don't want to be involved
with people [like that],” he said in
reference to the far- right
group.Downing Street later said that
Trump's words on Britain First
“speak for themselves”.

Paistan aganraes p Keshmr
5308 durng UNSC gty

Days after UN Secretary General
Antonio Guterres ruled out any
mediation effort between India
and Pakistan, Islamabad’'s top
envoy to the world body raised
the Kashmir issue during a UN
Security Council debate on the
Middle East.“Pakistan will con-
tinue to support the legitimate
aspirations of the Palestinians, as
indeed, people living under for-
eign occupation elsewhere as for
example in Kashmir,” Lodhi said
while participating in the Secu-
rity Council discussion .“This es-
teemed body must live up to its
responsibilities and ensure the
implementation of its own reso-
lutions on Palestine and other
longstanding disputes such as
Kashmir so that people of the
world do not lose entire faith in
the United Nations,” she
said.Earlier this week, the UN
had ruled out any mediation ef-
fort on Kashmir and encouraged
India and Pakistan to address all
their outstanding issues through
dialogue.Relations between
India and Pakistan have been
strained recently following a se-
ries of attacks by Pakistan-based
terror groups and incidents of
ceasefire violations, causing ca-
sualties on both sides.India is
opposed to any third-party inter-
vention in resolving the Kashmir
issue while Pakistan has continu-
ously sought mediation to sort
out the differences.

An 18-year-old British-Sikh girl, who
converted to Islam as a teenager,
tried to trick her schoolteacher into
counter-signing photographs for a
passport application to be able to
travel to Syria and join the Islamic
State terror network, a court has
been told.Sandeep Samra claims she
wanted to help the terrorist group by
working as a nurse, Birmingham
Crown Court was told this week.She
was arrested last year as she at-
tempted to acquire

a new

passport.Samra has

pleaded guilty to

engaging in con-

duct in preparation

for terrorist acts by

attempting to travel

to war-torn Syria

between June 1

and July 31 last

year.She, however, denies intending
to carry out acts of violence, claiming
that she had wanted to leave the UK
after members of an anti-extremism
team informed her family about her
conversion to Islam.“l want to go,
Inshallah (God willing) if it's still pos-
sible — at least our nurses can help
soldiers and stuff, | really want to
go,” she said in one of her online
messages presented in court.Samra
applied for her first passport in Sep-
tember 2015 but it was handed to
the police by her father a month later
after teachers became concerned
and reported. She then applied again
in June last year before she was ar-
rested and had her phones seized,
which revealed plans to travel to
Syria.“l need a passport. If infidels
know you support, they take your

passport. Britain is very strict,” a
message found on her phone
read.“We can see the people with
whom Miss Samra was communicat-
ing — we appear to have six respon-
dents (in 2015) and also six in 2017,
prosecutor Sarah Whitehouse told
the court, adding that Samra also
discussed marriage with multiple ex-
tremists.Samra told the court that
she had also considered going to
India or Dubai to continue her nurs-
ing studies.But
the prosecution
allege that her
social media
messages show
she was “going
for death” and
intended to die
for ISIS.Emma
Shuttleworth,
who worked at
Lyng Hall School attended by Samra,
told the court in a statement that
Samra had “frantically” called to ask
for the assistant headteacher to
countersign her passport photo-
graphs and became “impatient, frus-
trated and rude” after the request
was not carried out.Following her ar-
rest, the court heard that she told a
friend: “I don't want to go back to
that college, 1 want to slap that
teacher man, | trusted her.“They are
all snitches; my mum thinks | sup-
port jihad. You have got to be Mus-
lim to support jihad. If my dad traces
me, | am dead.”"Having pleaded
guilty to engaging in conduct in
preparation for terrorist acts, Samra
is facing a court hearing to decide
whether she also intended to commit
terrorist acts herself.

lkea founder Ingvar Kamprad dies at 91

Ikea founder Ingvar Kamprad,
who built a global business em-
pire with revolutionary flat-pack
furniture and was known for his
contempt for taxes, died aged 91,
the Swedish furnishing giant said
0 n
Sunday.The
company said
in a state-
ment that
Kamprad
“passed away
peacefully
surrounded
by his loved
ones” at his
home in the
southern Swedish region of Sma-
land on Saturday “following a
brief illness”.“His legacy will be
admired for many years to come
and his vision — to create a bet-
ter everyday life for the many
people — will continue to guide
and inspire us,” Jesper Brodin,
CEO and president of the lkea
Group, said in the statement.Born
in 1926 to a farming family in
the southern Swedish region of
Smaland, Kamprad founded the
company at age 17.Despite his
enormous success and wealth,

Kamprad’s modest spending
habits bordered on the obses-
sive.In 1973 he fled Sweden'’s
higher tax structure for Den-
mark before seeking even lower
taxes in Switzerland.Starting in
2010 Kamprad
gradually made
way at the helm
of the company
for his three sons,
finally returning to
live in Sweden in
2014 .Kamprad
announced in
2013 that he
would be stepping
down from the
board of Inter Ikea, owner of
the furniture giant’s concept and
brand, and his youngest son be-
came chairman.The Consortium
of Investigative Journalists in
2014 cited leaked tax files from
Luxembourg when it identified
Ikea as one of the giant multi-
nationals fingered for corporate
tax avoidance by shuffling
money to tax havens.Last year,
the European Commission an-
nounced that it had launched an
investigation into lkea's tax
deals in the Netherlands.



Feb, 2018

www.thepunjabherald.com.au

SAM PITRODA - Face to Face with Sydney Elite

. India’s power is transferred without a drop of blood.
. We hold India together without guns.

. Keep the idea of India alive internationally.

. Promote Indian Values outside India.

. Focus on building international organisations .

. We will strengthen Indian Overseas Congress.

. Improve the income of the poor.

. Expedite the process of modernization.

These are some of the key areas which were explicitly and un-
equivocally elaborated by Mr. Sam Pitroda through his lecture at
Hotel Novotel Olympic Park, Sydney on 25 January 2018 at 7 pm.
Sam is a recognised visionary, inventor, entrepreneur, develop-
ment thinker and policy maker. He is the former Advisor to Ex-PM’s
of India, Rajiv Gandhi and Dr. Manmohan Singh. He revolutionized

India’s development policies with focus on access to technology.
He is the Founding Commissioner of UN Broadband Commission
and has to his credit 20 honorary Ph.D’S. He is also the author of
some best selling books, like ‘Dreaming Big : My Journey to Con-
nect India’, ‘The March of Mobile Money : The Future of Lifestyle
Management’ and ‘Exploding Freedom : Roots in Technology'.
The event was organised by Manoj Sheoram, Rajshekhar Reddy
and Kranthi Reddy of Indian Overseas Congress Australia. Apart
from Sam the other speakers who graced the occasion were David
Clark MLC NSW Parliamentary Secretary for Justice and Dr. Geoff
lee MP Member for Parramatta NSW Parliamentary Secretary for
multiculturalism. A video on the life of Sam was also shown.
The lecture was followed by a question- answer spree. Light food
was also served at the end.

(Report and photos by Avtar S. Sangha)
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Modi praises women, commends Padma EXx-DGP convicted in Ruchika molesta-
tion case shares dais at R-Day function

winners in first Mann Ki

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
Sunday said the selection process
for picking Padma award winners
has been transformed under his
government, asserting that more
significance has now been given
to the nominee’s work than name.
(Mann Ki Baat highlights)In his
monthly and this year’s first ‘Mann
ki Baat’ address, Modi highlighted
works of some winners whose
names were announced on the
eve of Republic Day, and said
common people, who are not liv-
ing in big cities and not seen in
newspapers and TV, have received
it.In the last three years, he said,
the selection process has been
made online, which has led to

transparency and anybody can
now nominate people for the hon-
ours.He called upon society to
hear the stories of these winners
so that they could enrich and in-
spire others.Modi also spoke at
length about the issue of women
empowerment and said women
are now moving ahead in all
fields. The performance of an all-

Baat of 2018

woman BSF team during the Re-
public Day parade surprised
guests, he said.

The Prime Minister says “Kalpana
Chawla, the first woman of Indian
origin in space, inspired all of us
and it is our culture to respect
women.”"He also praised the
“human chain” formed in Bihar
against social evils against dowry
and child marriage and said flexi-
bility and continuous efforts for
self-correction are a hallmark of
society.With Mahatma Gandhi’s
death anniversary falling on Janu-
ary 30, he said no tribute to him
can be bigger than following the
path shown by him.

Narendra Modi govt clueless on how to create jobs: Chidambaram

Congress leader P Chidambaram took a swipe on
Sunday at Prime Minister Narendra Modi for his re-
marks that selling pakodas was a kind of employ-
ment, and claimed that India was actually witnessing
“a jobless growth”.In a series of tweets, Chi-
dambaram said the Modi dispensation was “clueless”
on how to create jobs and cautioned people against
an “assault on our commonsense by wild claims of
job creation by the government”.“Even selling pako-
das is a ‘job’ said PM. By that logic, even begging is
a job. Let’s count poor or disabled persons who are
forced to beg for a living as ‘employed’ people... The
truth is India is witnessing a three year spell of mod-
est, but jobless, growth and the government is clue-
less about how to create jobs,” he said.Modi, in a
recent interview to a television channel, reportedly
said, “If a person selling pakodas (snacks) earns Rs
200 at the end of the day, will it be considered em-
ployment or not?”Chidambaram, a former finance
minister, said the claim of 70 lakh new jobs in 2017-
18 had been punctured by two scholars and there
were reports that the number of contributing mem-

bers

in  Provident
Fund declined from
462 lakh in July 2017
to 438 lakh in Sep-
tember 2017.He said
in the debate on
jobs, it was impor-
tant to keep the dis-
tinction between job and self-employment.“A ‘job’ is
certain, regular and reasonably secure. We want to
know how many such jobs have been created,” he
asked.Chidambaram said earlier it was claimed that
a Mudra loan of Rs 43,000 (average loan size) cre-
ated at least one new job.“Show me one person who
can create a new job out of Rs 43,000 investment,”
he said.The Congress leader said, “Another minister
wanted MGNREGA workers to be counted as holding
jobs. So they are ‘job’ holders for 100 days and job-
less for 265 days!...Real job creation will be reflected
by robust increase in private investment, private
consumption, exports and credit demand. Not hap-
pening yet,” he said.

Finance ministyto conduct prormanc reviewof heads of banks — GOVESRS D00 orpackge

The finance ministry would soon
initiate a performance review of
heads of public sec-

tor banks that are

under the RBI's

Prompt Corrective

Action (PCA) as part

of the reform

process, official

sources said.So far,

the Reserve Bank of

India has put 12 public sector
banks (PSBs) under watch in view
of lagging on certain performance
parameters like unexpected level
of high non-performing assets
(NPAs), low capital level, low re-
turn on assets etc.These parame-
ters indicate weak financial health
of lending institutions and a need
to initiate remedial measures to
put them on a right course.Per-
formance review of the top level
management of all such banks
would be undertaken soon, offi-
cial sources said.As far as capital
is concerned, the government has
committed adequate funds, they
said, adding that now these banks
have to prove their mettle on the
NPA front.If these lenders “per-
form extraordinarily”, they will be
rewarded, sources added.In the
recently announced Reforms
Agenda for Responsive and Re-
sponsible PSBs, the government
committed Rs 52,311 crore for
the 12 banks under PCA as
against healthy banks which will
be Rs 35,828 crore crore by
March 31, 2018.During the cur-

rent fiscal, IDBI Bank has been
committed the highest infusion of
Rs 10,610 crore, fol-
lowed by Bank of India,
Rs 9,232 crore and UCO
Bank (Rs 6,507
crore).Among other PCA
lenders Central Bank of
India was committed Rs
5,158 crore, Indian
Overseas Bank - Rs
4,694 crore; Oriental Bank of
Commerce Rs 3,571 crore; Dena
Bank - Rs 3,045 crore; Bank of
Maharashtra - Rs 3,173 crore;
United Bank of India - Rs 2,634
crore; Corporation Bank Rs 2,187
crore and Allahabad Bank - Rs
1,500 crore by the end of 2017-
18.Following the revision of the
PCA guidelines in April 2017, the
RBI first placed IDBI Bank under
the watch. The series continued
till earlier this month when it
placed Allahabad Bank, the last in
the series, under PCA.Last year,
RBI said that capital, asset quality
and profitability would be the
basis of the PCA framework on
which the banks would be moni-
tored and has defined three kinds
of risk thresholds.In a notification
issued by RBI that time, the
mandatory action that would be
taken when a bank breaches the
risk threshold includes restriction
on dividend payment/remittance
of profits, restriction on branch
expansion, higher provisions, re-
striction on management com-
pensation and director’s fees.

Joostppare sector S

The government’s Rs 6,000 crore
package will boost apparel and
made-ups sector and strengthen
the entire textile industry, Union
Textile Minister Smriti Irani said on
Saturday.Speaking at an export
awards function organised by the
Synthetic and Rayon Textiles Ex-
port Promotion Council (SRTEPC)
here, lrani said, “The textile sec-
tor has huge growth potential.
However, the industry faces chal-
lenges in terms of production and
technology because a lot of small
scale players don't have fiscal sup-
port”.She said the government
was providing support so that the
full potential of the sector will be
achieved in the years to come.The
country’s synthetic and rayon tex-
tile exports was expected to touch
$6 billion mark in FY 2018, up
from USD 5.7 billion in the last fis-
cal, said SRTEPC chairman Narain
Aggarwal.Aggarwal informed that
India was the second largest pro-
ducer of man-made fibres (MMF)
in the world and was poised to
drive the growth engine in the
MMF textiles globally.Presently,
India produces over 1,441 million
kilograms of man-made fibre and
over 3,000 million kg of man-
made filament yarn.

Former Haryana director general

of police (DGP) SPS Rathore, con-

victed in the Ruchika Girhotra mo-

lestation case, was seen sharing

the stage with other dignitaries at

the district-level Republic Day

function in Panchkula, raising eye-

brows.Rathore, who was seen sit-

ting in the front row, left soon

after the flag-hoisting ceremony

that was held at the Sector-5 Pa-

rade Ground.Ruchika's friend,

Aradhana Gupta, said his presence
at the function was a “disgrace” to
the Tricolour. “He (Rathore) must
have been invited to the function.
It is shameless on the part of the
local administration. By endorsing
such criminals, who have been
convicted by the Supreme Court,
the administration is directly en-
couraging such crimes,” said Arad-
hana.Ruchika was molested by
Rathore at his house-cum-Haryana
Lawn Tennis Association (HLTA) of-
fice in Sector 6, Panchkula, on Au-
gust 12, 1990. Nearly, three years
after the incident, Ruchika had
committed suicide.Aradhana’s tes-
timony had led to Rathore’s con-
viction in the trial court, but it was
her parents Madhu Prakash, and
Anand Parkash who fought persist-
ently to ensure justice for Ruchika.
Rathore’s conviction was upheld by
the Supreme Court in 2016.Anand
Parkash died recently, after strug-
gling for justice for Ruchika for
over two decades.His wife Madhu
said she was deeply saddened by
the “insensitive” behaviour of the
local administrators. “It is a dis-

grace to our Constitution and an
insult to the verdict of the Supreme
Court, which held him guilty,” she
said.

Shalini Malviya, member of Swaraj
India, that held a remembrance
meeting on Republic Day in honour
of Anand Parkash, said it was iron-
ical that on the one hand they
were remembering a person who
fought against Rathore and on the
other hand, the convicted DGP was
being given so much importance.
“It reflects the Haryana govern-
ment’s non-serious attitude to-
wards women’s security,” she
said.The administration remained
tight-lipped. Additional deputy
commissioner Mukul Kumar, who
was officiating the function in the
absence of deputy commissioner
Guari Prashar Joshi, could not be
reached. A senior official said that
there must have been some mis-
take in inviting dignitaries on the
part of the administration.All sen-
ior officials of police and civil ad-
ministration were present during
the function, where Ambala divi-
sional commissioner Vivek Joshi
was the chief guest.

Opposition plans united front to take
on BJP in 2019

The Opposition is gearing up to
launch a joint offensive against
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
in the coming

days with Na-

tionalist  Con-

gress Party

(NCP) chief

Sharad Pawar

calling a meet-

ing of all “like-

minded parties”

in Delhi on Mon-

day.The opposition parties will not
only discuss the steps to take for-
ward their “Save the Constitution”
campaign but also thrash out a
strategy to take on the saffron
party in upcoming assembly elec-
tions as well as the 2019 Lok
Sabha polls.The proposal by the
Maratha strongman came during
the opposition’s “Save the Consti-
tution” march in Mumbai on Re-
public Day.Pawar, rebel Janata Dal
(United) leader Sharad Yadav,
CPI(M) general secretary Sitaram
Yechury, CPI leader D Raja, Pati-
dar leader from Gujarat Hardik
Patel, Jammu and Kashmir Na-
tional Conference working presi-
dent Omar Abdullah, Dinesh
Trivedi of the Trinamool Congress
and Congress leaders Ashok Cha-
van, Sushil Kumar Shinde, Prithvi-

raj Chavan, Sanjay Nirupam and
Alpesh Thakor had all gathered
for the march.Pawar’s initiative is
not only being
seen as an at-
tempt to consoli-
date anti-BJP
forces ahead of
the 2019 elections
but also sets to

rest speculation
about him being
“soft” towards

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
his party.Leaders from the Con-
gress and the NCP were of the
view that Pawar is inclined to re-
newing the alliance between the
two parties, which jointly ruled
Maharashtra for 15 years from
1999 to 2014 when they snapped
their ties.Prior to Monday’s meet-
ing, senior BJP leader Yashwant
Sinha is all set to launch a non-
political front — likely to be
named “Rashtriya Manch” — on
January 30, the 70th anniversary
of the assassination of Mahatma
Gandhi. Members of the front will-
include senior Congress leader
and former union minister Manish
Tewari, Ashutosh and Ashish
Khaitan from the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) and Pavan Kumar
Varma of the Janata Dal (United).
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LOSE THE WEIGHT WITHOUT THE WAIT!!

/
AUSTRALIAN COMPANY PRODUCT

NO EXERCISE

NO STARVATION
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FOOD
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LOSS PROGRAM

100% SUCCESS RATE wi
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